Ornithology has contributed equally to the two great branches of evolutionary biology, the study of organic diversity and the study of adaptation. Let me begin with the study of diversity.
No other aspect of the living world is as spectacular as its diversity. Even though birds are only a minute part of this enormous diversity, about 9,000 species among the millions of kinds of organisms, the study of birds has been foremost in contributing to our understanding of this diversity. Even at the purely descriptive level birds are better known than any other group of organisms.
Ninety-eight per cent of all the species of birds in the world had already been described 50 years ago. They had not only been described but for most of these species the geographic ranges had been outlined in great detail, and much had been learned about their life histories. Genus. The role of the genus in ornithological classification is well established.
The time is far behind us when authors like Oberholser and Mathews placed just about every species in a different genus.
We now know that it is the role of the genus to bring together groups of species sharing common descent and sharing derived characters. 
